> QUICK GUIDE TO THE NINE CARD TABLEAU >
Learn the basics of this practical and thorough spread in a few easy steps!
The nine card tableau is my go-to spread for its versatility. You can use
it for all kinds of questions -from simple to complex- and get clear and
useful information every time.

> Basic Layout >

6 3 7
2 1 4
8 5 9
Begin by laying nine cards in three rows of three. The order isn't relevant
to the spread, so you can use your own. The one shown above is the one
that I use (mostly out of habit and the fact that I like the central card to
be the first that I draw -since as we will see later, it's the position that
shows the core of the situation- and the card of the bottom right to be last
that I draw -as it is the strongest outcome position).
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> Layered Reading >
The key to reading tableau is layered reading. This means that you don't
read card-by-card and are done with them as you go by. Instead, you pass
through the cards multiple times, extracting different information from each
layer of meaning.

> Key positions >

The highlighted positions are the first that I look at. The card on the top
left adds a nuance or "flavour" to the reading. The central card reveals the
core of the situation at hand, and the card on the bottom right is the
strongest outcome card.
Giving a look to this trio of cards first will give you a first impression to
get started with your reading. Use it as a foundation of sorts upon which
you can begin to build your more detailed reading.
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> Timeline >
Set a timeline for your reading prior to drawing your cards. This will
help you locate the events that the reading showcases. There is a sample
below, but there are other options, like "Present / Near Future / Distant
Future" or whatever works best with your question.

PAST / FOUNDATION

PRESENT / CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS

FUTURE / OUTCOME

Each row will give you information pertaining to one moment in time.
You can read in a linear fashion all nine cards together, or you can split it
in rows of three.
Pay attention to the flow of the reading to get an idea about timeframes, or
whether the situation will develop fast or smoothly, or if it will be slow or
full of obstacles.
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> Influences >
There are a plethora of reasons behind our actions, and whether we like
it or not, there are influences beyond our control affecting the course of
every action or situation.
The cards highlighted on top represent the influences that are affecting
the situation at the center. The cards highlighted at the bottom, represent
what is being influenced / affected by the current situation.

EXERTING INFLUENCE OVER

BEING INFLUENCED BY
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> Knighting >
Knighting cards is a way to link two cards together and discover more
about their association. It is very useful to find out those connections that
are not obvious at first glance, and often, you will be able to extract more
information about a card by the card(s) that it knights to.
How you you knight cards? Well, if you are familiar with the game of
chess and the L shaped moves of the Knights you've pretty much got it. If
you are not, pick a card from the square, and go two to the side and one
down, or two down and one to the side and ta-dah! You've got a pair of
cards to work with.
See the example below.

Note: Except for the central card, all cards have at least two knighting
possibilities.
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> Additional Information >

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The columns often offer information that supports your reading, showing
confirmation of what you are on about, or letting you know more about
what is going on in the backstage.

Seek the information in the columns when you want to find supporting
evidence of the information that you are getting or when you want to
know more about the possible ramifications of the situation that you are
reading on.

(c) María Alviz Hernando | The Sibyl's Tarot 2022
All Rights Reserved

> Sample Reading >
Is there a romantic future between our querent and Kyle?

At first glance, the main three cards are pointing to a casual relationship.
The 6 of Swords brings an evasive nuance to the reading while the 3 of
Cups at the core speaks of a “carpe diem” attitude towards the relationship.
The 7 of cups suggests that no commitment will be made and things will
be left open ended in this connection.
Looking at the elemental disposition of the cards, the absence of the
element of Fire (Wands) is to be noted, bringing a sense of stagnation to the
reading. This is reinforced by the two passive cards that appear as the
foundation (2 of Wands and The Hanged Man). Water appears in all three
Major Arcana as the corresponding element to The Hanged Man, The High
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Priestess and Death, which are not too favourable to a romantic outcome.
Water is also present in the two cards of the suit of Cups that appear in
the spread (3 and 7 of Cups). However; These two cards reinforce the idea
of a temporary connection, not bringing commitment or resolution to the
equation, nor does it speak of intense, well grounded feelings of love. Earth
appears cornered with the 8 and 10 of Pentacles, the latter cut by Death
which ends the possibility of a stable relationship and Air at the beginning
of the spread and not in placements of present and future speak of a lack of
communication in this connection, as well as a lack of common goals.
If we now go to the main row of 6 of Swords - 2 of Swords - The
High Priestess, it suggests that the relationship has not moved forward in a
while in terms of emotional development. It seemed to be heading
somewhere at the beginning with the 6 of Swords but shortly after, each
"partner" took a different direction, as can be seen when the 2 of Swords
knights the 10 of Pentacles on one direction, pointing towards the search of
a solid connection, and to the 7 of Cups in the other, pointing to a casual
connection, which also has greater weight as an outcome card.
In the current moment, there's only one partner working on this
connection that is treated by casual by the other. By knighting The High
Priestess to the 6 of Swords and the 10 of Pentacles it becomes apparent
that the querent is hoping to move the connection towards an official
relationship, based on the traction that the connection seemed to have in the
past. The directionality of the card, seeing that The High Priestess faces to
the left, is an indicator that the querent is longing for the early stages of
this connection, yet not satisfied with what is currently happening.
Finally, Death blocks the possibility of a long lasting relationship, as it was
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pointed above, and the 7 of Cups stands as the outcome, indicating that
while the connection can continue in a casual way, it is one option among
many, and not something that will turn into a lasting, romantic relationship.
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> STEPS TO TABLEAU READING >
Decide upon a timeline before shuffling your cards. This way you will
eliminate the possibility of second-guessing your cards and their
disposition within the spread.
Give a first look at your spread. What are your main three cards and
how do they relate to the question?
Check out the suits that appear in the spread and think of their
elemental correspondence. How do they relate to the situation or
question? Is there any suit missing? How does that absence affect the
situation?
Check the flow of the reading. Do you have cards that go harmonically
together or are there disruptive cards? How does that relate to the
question asked?
How do the cards relate to the question? Do they favour it or are they
against it? Do they seem to relate to the question asked, or do you
struggle to see a connection?
Interpret in multiple layers until you are satisfied with the information
retrieved from the cards.

As you can see, there are quite a few things that you can do in this
system of reading before getting to actually interpret the meanings of the
cards! This is the reason why I love tableau reading! If you want to learn
more about this system of reading, you will find information about my
courses in the next pages!
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> ABOUT ME >

María has been a perpetual student of Tarot ever since she first picked up
a deck back in 2006. Her curiosity for divination promptly developed into a
hobby that would then evolve into her full-time occupation as a reader,
teacher, and international speaker. Her signature style, known as Tableau, is
a blend of traditional Tarot and European cartomantic techniques, resulting
in a system that strives to make Tarot effective, useful, and to the point.
Tarot is her default medium of divination, however, she is proficient in
other divinatory systems: Lenormand, Oracle Belline, or Pendulum Dowsing
to name a few.
María is one of the Directors of the World Divination Association and its
Spanish-speaking branch WDA Hispana, as well as a teacher. The World
Divination Association works to offer quality and affordable education in
traditional systems of divination, as well as a supportive community of
diviners around the world.
Aside from her interest in divination, she is deeply into history and
antiques, especially antique jewelry, discovering the world, literature, and cats.
She lives in Madrid, with her husband and their four kittens.
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> FOLLOW UP ON YOUR LEARNING >

Tarot Tableau Techniques I
Tarot Tableau Techniques II
Ultimate Tableau
Tarot Court Cards
Exploring Sexuality Through Tarot
Tarot, Death and Grief
Other courses
> WORLD DIVINATION ASSOCIATION >

Grow your divination skills with a worldwide community of
likeminded peers!
> FOLLOW ME ON SOCIAL MEDIA >
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